
Marty Haugen, David Haas, and Father J. Michael Joncas, your compositions are sung by congregations, 
choirs and ensembles around the world, across a wide variety of Christian traditions. The worship 

of the universal Church has been enlivened by the work of you, the “Minnesota Three.”

You have generously offered your musical talents to contribute to the “full, conscious, and active participation” 
of the people of God in the liturgy as called for by the Second Vatican Council. 

Marty, you were raised in the American Lutheran Church, where you developed a sense for strong 
congregational melody. Your studies at Luther College and the School of Divinity of the University of 

St. Thomas deepened your formation in music and pastoral ministry. You have had published more than 
30 recordings and more than 400 separate printed editions. You are well-known in Lutheran churches 

and beyond as the composer of “Holden Evening Prayer.” You are the composer of the “Mass of Creation,” 
which has bridged classical and contemporary styles and united Catholics in sung praise. 

David, you have produced more than 50 collections of original music. You have presented in all 50 states 
as well as Guam, Canada, England, Ireland, Germany, Italy, Greece, Israel, The Bahamas, Australia, 

New Zealand, The Philippines and Singapore. You have served as composer-in-residence at The Saint Paul 
Seminary School of Divinity in St. Paul. As an advocate for the role of young people in the church, you are 

founder and executive director of “Music Ministry Alive!” at St. Catherine University, a liturgical music 
formation program for high school and college-aged youth which has served over 2,300 participants. 

Michael, you earned theology degrees from the University of St. Thomas, Notre Dame University, and the 
Benedictine university, Sant’ Anselmo, in Rome. You have taught liturgy in our School of Theology and 
Seminary. As a renowned liturgical scholar and sought-after presenter, your numerous publications and 
speeches display your command of the sources and knowledge of many languages, ancient and modern. 

In 2007 you received the Jubilate Deo award from the National Association of Pastoral Musicians. Next year 
your most famous song, “On Eagles Wing,” will see the fortieth anniversary of its creation in 1978. 

Marty Haugen, David Haas, and J. Michael Joncas, your commitment to sung liturgy exemplifies the 
Benedictine spirit. What began in the seventh century as Benedictines founded scholae cantorum, 

and what was done by Fr. Virgil Michel in the last century for the cause of liturgical reform, 
has been continued by you in your musical ministry. 

Through your musical craft, our spirits are uplifted with the knowledge that “all are welcome in this place,” 
that “we are called to walk humbly with God,” and that we are “raised up on eagle’s wings.” 

And so we present to you,

MARTY HAUGEN, DAVID HAAS and FATHER J. MICHAEL JONCAS
our highest honor,

THE PA X CHRISTI AWARD
on this, the twenty-fifth day of June

Two thousand and seventeen.
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