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Program  
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The Michael Sattler House 
is located adjacent to  
Saint John’s Abbey 
at 14376 Fruit Farm Rd. 
 
 
320-249-8801 
www.MichaelSattlerHouse.org  
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Michael Sattler  
was the prior of the Benedictine monastery of St. Peters in South 
Germany in the early 1520s. He became the leader of a lay evan-
gelical movement devoted to social justice and died as a martyr. 

We know very little about Sattler’s life as a Benedictine, other 
than that he became prior in his early 30s, and had been expected 
to maintain the privileged position of his monastic community. 
We also know numerous reform movements were emerging in 
the European Benedictine communities at the time, dedicated to 
following the original Benedictine charism more strictly, and that 
St. Peter’s had affiliated with one of them. 

We also know the older monasteries, including the one Sattler 
administered, were major landowners at the time, and that a very 
high degree of dissatisfaction had developed among those who 
farmed these vast holdings as sharecroppers. This deep sense of 
injustice produced a major popular uprising now known as the 
Peasants Revolt of 1525. 

We also know that when troops came to St. Peter's in the 
spring of 1525 Sattler engaged them in conversation, and that the 
monastery was not destroyed as many others were. Shortly after 
this he left his position in the monastery and joined the peasant 
movement, as leader of one of the lay evangelical movements that 
had emerged alongside it. 

Members of these groups viewed themselves as brothers and 
sisters in Christ, who were imitating the first-century Christians 
by following Christ in daily life without compromise, refusing to 
be governed in their religious beliefs and practices by civil 
authorities. 

They called themselves simply “the brethren” and insisted on 
the right to form self-governing communities of lay Christians. 
This was a radical step at the time, and was violently resisted, both 
by government and church authorities, Catholic and Protestant 
alike, who viewed the new movements as heretical and guilty of 
political sedition. 

Using his Benedictine formation Michael Sattler created a rule 
for a group of these new communities, a rule that has been fol-
lowed for nearly 500 years, and which provides the foundations 
for the present day Amish and Swiss-origin Mennonite commu-
nities. The rule requires absolute nonviolence, a position that has 
been maintained by its adherents to the present. 

Sattler was quickly arrested by the Austrian government, which 
then governed South Germany. He was condemned to death by a 
civil trial (not the Inquisition, although the process was virtually 
identical) and executed in a particularly vicious way on May 20, 
1527. His wife Margaretha, a former Beguine, also chose to die 
rather than recant. 

 

The Michael Sattler House 
exists for people of all ages and walks 
of life, and from all religious denomi-
nations and faith traditions, who view 
their vocation as service to the world. 

They are invited to come here for vary-
ing lengths of time to be recharged 
and renewed, returning to their places 
of service able to serve more effec-
tively, and with contacts and friend-
ships that will sustain them long term. 

It is named for Michael Sattler because 
its founders intend it to be a place 
where the 500-year Mennonite and 
Amish tradition of lay discipleship, 
which Michael Sattler did so much to 
initiate, will be combined with the 
1,500-year Benedictine tradition in 
which he was formed. 

It was founded by Lois and Ivan 
Kauffman, who are its current  
directors. 


