
Call and Response: Young 
Adults and the Church
Laura Kelly Fanucci, M.Div.

Young adults are the largest inactive group in 
today’s church. How can our congregations 
become welcoming places for young adults? 
How can the church incorporate young people 
into its mission and tradition? We invite you to 
join in thinking creatively about how to engage 
new generations in the life of the church. 
To understand how young adults’ relationships 
with the church differ from their parents’ 
and grandparents’, we will reflect on changes 
in the development of the notion of young 
adulthood and explore defining characteristics of 
Generation X and Millennials. Together we will 
explore how we can reach out to young adults 
in our parishes, workplaces, and communities. 

Laura Kelly Fanucci is 
Research Associate for 
the Collegeville Institute 
Seminars. She earned a 
Bachelor of Arts degree 
from the University of 
Notre Dame in French 
and art history in 2003 
and a Master of Divinity 

from Saint John’s School of Theology·Seminary 
in 2009. Ms. Fanucci spent a year researching 
vibrant models of young adult ministry across 
the country through a Fund for Theological 
Education Fellowship she received in 2007.

Friday, Sept. 17 Emmaus Hall
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Saint John’s University

Tuesday, Sept. 21 Emmaus Hall
6-9 p.m. Saint John's University

Thursday, Oct. 21 Basilica of Saint Mary
6-9 p.m. Minneapolis

Thursday, Oct. 28 Church of Saint Mary
6:30-9 p.m. Alexandria

Health Care and 
Immigration Reform: 
In Search of the 
Common Good
Bernard Evans, Ph.D.

The Scriptures tell us that we are one people and 
that we are to work for the well-being of this 
one body. Catholic theology tells us this should 
happen in all areas of our life – especially in 
our efforts to seek the common good. National 
efforts to reform our health care systems and 
immigration laws provide opportunities to explore 
what it means to work for the common good.

Bernard Evans holds 
the Virgil Michel 
Ecumenical Chair in 
Rural Social Ministries 
and is associate professor 
of pastoral theology at 
Saint John’s School of 
Theology·Seminary and 
the undergraduate 

Department of Theology of the College of 
Saint Benedict and Saint John’s University. 
He completed a master’s degree at Saint John’s 
in 1971 and earned a doctorate at The Catholic 
University of America in 1986. His previous books 
include Lazarus at the Table: Catholics and 
Social Justice, published by Liturgical Press in 
2007, and Vote Catholic?: Beyond the Political 
Din, published by Liturgical Press in 2008.

Saturday, Sept. 25 Assisi Heights Spirituality Center
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Rochester
Friday, Nov. 5 Emmaus Hall
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Saint John’s University

Friday, Nov. 19 Emmaus Hall
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Saint John's University

Thursday, Dec. 9 Basilica of Saint Mary
6-9 p.m. Minneapolis

Thursday, Dec. 16 Church of Saint Mary
6:30-9 p.m. Alexandria

What’s Happening to 
the Mass? The New 
Translation Explained
Fr. Anthony Ruff, OSB

Perhaps you’ve heard that the familiar English 
texts of the Mass will soon change – for 
example, the people will say “And with your 
spirit” rather than “And also with you.” This 
talk will explain where our English translations 
of Latin come from, how they are produced, 
and why a different theory of translation 
is being used for the coming missal.

Fr. Anthony Ruff, OSB, 
a monk and priest of 
Saint John’s Abbey, is 
associate professor of 
theology in the School 
of Theology·Seminary. 
He specializes in 
liturgical music and 
Gregorian chant and 

is founding director of the National Catholic 
Youth Choir. His 2007 book, Sacred Music 
and Liturgical Reform, is a 702-page study 
of the music reforms of the Second Vatican 
Council. Fr. Anthony is widely published in 
journals and presents frequently on liturgy 
and music in this country and in Europe. He 
is organist and directs Gregorian chant at 
Saint John’s Abbey and does priestly ministry 
for the neighboring sisters of Saint Benedict’s 
Monastery and for the county jail in St. Cloud.

Friday, Jan. 21 Emmaus Hall
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Saint John’s University

Thursday, Jan. 27 Church of Saint Mary
6:30-9 p.m. Alexandria

Friday, Feb. 11 Emmaus Hall
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Saint John's University

Thursday, Feb. 24 Basilica of Saint Mary
6-9 p.m. Minneapolis

Hope: A Vital Christian 
Virtue for Our Time
Fr. Dale Launderville, OSB

Hope is an invisible reality with profound 
tangible effects on our daily lives. God has 
a larger plan in mind that we Christians 
often overlook as we wrestle with our day-
to-day responsibilities. This greater vision 
of the meaning of life in Christ will give us 
perspective on our successes and failures. 
Using texts from Saint Paul and the Old 
Testament prophets, we can better understand 
how our ancestors in faith understood God’s 
actions in history. This understanding will 
help us to embrace the promises made to 
these ancestors that still guide us today. 
We will also explore ways that hope might 
become a greater force in our lives.

Fr. Dale Launderville, 
OSB, is professor of 
theology at Saint 
John’s School of 
Theology·Seminary 
and the undergraduate 
Department of Theology 
of the College of Saint 
Benedict and Saint 

John’s University. He served as dean of the 
School of Theology from 1989 to 1999 and as 
rector of Saint John’s Seminary from 1992 to 
1997. He received a Master of Divinity from 
Saint John’s in 1979 and a doctorate from The 
Catholic University of America in 1987. His 
latest book, published by Liturgical Press in 
2010, is Celibacy in the Ancient World.

Friday, April 1 Emmaus Hall
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Saint John’s University

Thursday, April 28 Church of Saint Mary
6:30-9 p.m. Alexandria

Thursday, May 12 Basilica of Saint Mary
6-9 p.m. Minneapolis

Thursday, May 26 Emmaus Hall
6-9 p.m. Saint John's University



What is Theology Day?
Theology Day is a chance for people in 
our communities who are seeking a deeper 
understanding of their faith and its place in 
their everyday lives and the theologians of 
Saint John's School of Theology·Seminary to 
interact with and learn from each other.

Why Theology Day?
Our school's mission is rooted in the Roman 
Catholic and Benedictine traditions and 
the heritage of Saint John’s Abbey. We are 
committed to preparing students for service 
to the Church in ordained and lay ministry, 
for further study, and for service in religious 
communities. Theology Day expresses our 
commitment to a life-long pursuit of wisdom.

How can I register?
Register online at www.csbsju.edu/sot, 
e-mail sot-sem@csbsju.edu, or call 320-363-
3570. There is no fee for Theology Day, but 
gifts to support the mission of the School of 
Theology·Seminary are gratefully accepted.

Morning Sessions
8:30-9 a.m. Registration and refreshments
9 a.m.-noon Presentation and prayer
Noon-1 p.m. Lunch and discussion

Evening Sessions*
6-6:30 p.m. Registration and light meal
6:30-9 p.m. Presentation, prayer, discussion

*Alexandria sessions, from 6:30-9 p.m.,  
include refreshments but no meal.

Theology
Day

What does theology have to do 
with real life, anyway?

Find out.
September 2010-May 2011

Saint John's University-Emmaus Hall
Follow I-94 to Exit #156 and turn south 

onto County Road 159. Proceed to the stop 
sign and turn right. Emmaus Hall is the last 
building on your left before Lake Sagatagan. 

Parking is behind the building.

Come enjoy a day of learning and renewal.
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Basilica of Saint Mary
The Basilica is on the corner of Hennepin 

and 17th Street, Minneapolis. Parking is in 
front of the school and on the west side of the 
church in the parking lot under the freeway.

Assisi Heights Spirituality Center 
1001 14th Street N.W., Rochester, MN 55901 

Parking is on the east side of the building;  
enter through the main doors.
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If you would like to host a Theology Day for 
your parish or organization, please call us at 

320-363-2551 for more information.

Church of Saint Mary
420 Irving Street, Alexandria, MN 56308


